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Moray & Aberdeenshire


Forest District

                                                                                                                                                     Portsoy Road


Huntly


Aberdeenshire


AB54 4SJ


aberdeenshire.fd@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


Tel: 01466 794161


Fax: 01466 794986


_______________________


Forest District Manager


John D Thomson

Dear Kevin

Notification of the removal of all wild build and unauthorised trails at Swanley, Fetteresso

I am writing to you in your capacity as Chairman of the Aberdeen Ecurie Neep Mountain Bike Club, to inform you and your members that from Monday 17th November 2008, Forest Enterprise staff will begin the process of removing all man made mountain biking features from the wild build area and surrounding woodland

at Swanley. This includes the closure of the unauthorised track through the adjacent restock site.

We are carrying out this work for the following reasons;

· Despite attempts to manage this site in conjunction with users during 2006 & 2007, the rate and extent of build during 2008 is out of control and is no longer authorised by Forest Enterprise 

· It is illegal to interfere, alter or construct on land assets that are owned by others without the landowners consent. Criminal Damage Act 1971 – section 1 refers.

· As land managers we have a duty of care to people who may unwittingly wander into an area of unauthorised building, whether on foot, bike or horse – this “facility” now constitutes such a danger to members of the public.

· The site does not have soil types that can sustainably support the high level of use being experienced – therefore damage to the environment is occurring.

As you are aware, mountain bike users are welcome to ride in any forest on the National Forest Estate where they can exercise their rights under the Scottish Outdoor Access Code in a responsible manner. The wild building that is taking place at Swanley does not constitute responsible activity and therefore we have no option but to close it down.

Whilst we have no evidence that the wild build that has occurred has been delivered by members of your Club, it is clear from your web site that your members use Swanley on a regular basis. I am therefore keen to ensure we communicate our intentions to as wide a range of users as possible and would be grateful if you could circulate this letter to other known users of Swanley in order to appraise them our forthcoming actions.

In today’s litigious society, the business risk associated with unauthorised wild build sites such as Swanley cannot be supported and following recently received national guidance on Cycle Trail Management, the outlined action is the inevitable outcome. In addition, we simply do not have the resources to manage/ co-manage a facility at Swanley, and it doesn’t meet with our strategy for the provision of recreation facilities in Moray and Aberdeenshire. 

We appreciate this action will not find favour with everyone, however Swanley users are respectfully requested to pursue their sport at the Kirkhill fun park, Pitfichie and the Moray Monster Trails, where purpose built facilities are provided by Forest Enterprise for your enjoyment.

Once removal of the wild build features and unauthorised trails are complete, we will be monitoring the site for evidence of re-construction activity. Any new wild build features found on site will be removed immediately without further consultation.

You may be interested to know that I will shortly be meeting with Brian McLaughlin of the Angus Mountain Bike Trails Association at Drumtochty, to discuss their proposals for a new facility. This is one of 4 sites they would like to undertake a feasibility study on and whilst we are a long way from making any commitments at this stage, this demonstrates that we are still prepared to consider a purpose built facility, managed in partnership in the NE of Scotland.

Should you wish to discuss further our rational for removal of the wild build features and trails at Swanley, please contact me at the above address.

Yours sincerely

Ewan W Reid

District Forester – Communities, Recreation & Tourism

BY Email


Kevin Harper - Chairman


Aberdeen Ecurie Neep Mountain Bike Club
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