Dear  Gavin  

KIRKHILL FUN PARK MODIFICATIONS 

FORESTRY COMMISSION SCOTLAND 

Thank you for your e mail regarding the works underway to carry out modifications to the fun park at Kirkhill and for the opportunity to provide you with a bit of the background to this issue.  I apologise for the delay in responding to you (attributable to problems with our IT systems) but many of the points outlined below will already have been covered in your earlier conversation with John Mackie our local recreation manager. 

The work being implemented is to replace and/or modify a number of jump features which we consider to be dangerous.  In particular the drop off alternative end route leads riders via a steep bank directly into the car parking area, with obvious risks to both riders and other traffic. Once completed this work will preclude the use of this hazardous section but also create a new meeting/information point for cyclists within the wood.  We will also take the opportunity to carry out some minor improvements to the trail surface. 

The work was programmed prior to the offer of assistance from Ecurie Neeps and is being undertaken by experienced contractors Cycletherapy.  We are confident that the final product will meet the standards required of Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) as outlined in the interim guidance on cycle route construction produced by John Ireland. 

As we mentioned at our meeting we are preparing new updated guidance on how mountain bike facilities on the national forest estate will be planned and managed taking account of all available good practice. This material will be made available to our staff in the autumn and we intend that it will also be shared with other parties who have an interest in mountain biking.

FCS welcome Ecurie Neeps offer to assist with trail management.  As land manager FCS have a duty of care in respect of all facilities on the National Forest Estate.  The effect of this is that all works on FCS managed ground require to be undertaken in accordance with the guidance outlined above and, as appropriate, the CDM regulations.  Volunteer operations for trail building or maintenance require to be managed directly by FCS personnel, or alternatively through a formal contractual agreement with a constituted group, working in accordance with standards determined by FCS.  On this occasion FCS had already programmed the improvements and considered that the use of a professional contractor was most appropriate to undertake the work. 

I hope that this explanation clarifies this situation and that your members will benefit from these modest improvements to the facilities at Kirkhill. 

Yours sincerely 

John D Thomson

Forest District Manager Aberdeenshire FD 

